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Keeping our residents informed 
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The 
E

nola 
Low

 
G

rade, 
built 

betw
een 

1903 
and 

1906 by the P
ennsylvania 

R
ailroad, w

as a m
arvel of 

engineering 
for 

its 
tim

e 
and location.  Its construc-
tion from

 C
hester C

o. to 
H

arrisburg w
hich is alm

ost 
entirely flat, never exceed-
ing a 1%

 slope and w
ith 

curves no sharper than 2 
degrees w

as unique in this 
geographical 

region. 
The 

intent of the rail line w
as to 

provide 
efficient 

transport 
of 

freight 
from

 
the 

E
ast 

coast to the M
idw

est  
freeing 

up 
the 

existing 
heavily 

used 
and 

less  

side 
dum

ping 
cars to be driven 
on top, dum

ping  
loads of fill until 
the pilings w

ere 

Trail Features  >>> 

In 2008 the tow
nships adjacent to the E

nola Low
 G

rade in Lanc aster C
o. cam

e to an agreem
ent w

ith C
onrail, A

m
trak 

and the P
ennsylvania P

.U
.C

., and ow
nership w

as transferred to each jurisdiction. P
rovidence  Tow

nship also acquired 
the Q

uarryville section as part of the agreem
ent . For m

ore detailed inform
ation, please visit our w

ebsite. 

B
isecting the S

outhern E
nd of Lancaster C

ounty, the E
nola Low

 G
rade Trail crosses through m

any of the natural and  
cultural features that m

ake the C
ounty unique.  A

 short w
alk or ride can bring view

s of: 
 

H
istoric S

tone A
rches and S

teel B
ridges  

C
reeks, S

tream
s, R

ivers, W
oodlands, farm

land, and local w
ildlife  

“P
lain S

ect” and “E
nglish” farm

s. 
W

ildlife and bird habitats 
A

ccess to various B
oroughs, Tow

ns, and V
illages such as; Q

uarryville, A
tglen, S

m
ithville and M

artic Forge. 
A

ccess to H
auer-Trout R

un N
atural heritage P

reserve.  

Early years  >>> 

History of the Enola Low Grade 

efficient lines for passen-
ger  use.  
 A

ccom
plishing 

this 
feat 

through the relatively  
inaccessible 

and 
often 

rugged terrain of southern 
Lancaster 

C
ounty 

 
re-

quired the efforts of   m
any 

laborers, 
both 

local 
and 

im
m

igrant, 
as 

w
ell 

as 
m

uch 
of 

the 
heaviest 

equipm
ent of the tim

e. The 
landscape w

as significant-
ly changed as evidenced 
by the large areas of cut 
and fill.  
 The 

cuts 
w

ere 
achieved 

through 
dangerous 

blast-
ing, w

hile m
any elevated 

areas of track w
ere con-

structed on raised pilings , 
som

e as high as one hun-
dred and fifty feet, allow

ing 

encased 
and 

the 
track 

supported by  the fill. Top-
ping off, or rather holding 
up, 

this 
am

azing 
feat 

of 
earth engineering are the 
m

any stone arch tunnels 
along the Line.  

 C
onstructed 

over 
roads, 

creeks and stream
s, som

e 
sm

all, som
e tall, (as high 

as 
60’), 

m
ost 

sim
ple    

arches and som
e angled 

w
ith ribbing, all  

constructed w
ith 

3’ x 3’ x 6’ to 8’ 
stones. 
In all, the totality 
of this engineer-
ing and history 

have earned he Low
-grade 

a 
place 

in 
the 

N
ational 

H
istoric  R

egistry.  

The Low
-grade has 

earned a place in the 
N

ational H
istoric 

R
egistry  

D
ue to the undeveloped state please 

exercise extra caution entering, using and 
exiting the trail. 

The currently undeveloped  line is open to the public. 

P
arking is available at the M

ain Trailhead located at 
Fairview

 R
d. #2. Lim

ited parking space is available 
at S

igm
an R

d. and H
ollow

 R
d (S

ee trail m
ap) 

P
edestrian access is available at O

ak B
ottom

  R
d., 

Fairview
 R

d#1 &
 #2., S

aw
m

ill R
d., and S

igm
an R

d.).  

It is the Tow
nship's intent to protect, preserve and  

enhance this engineering, historic, environm
ental and 

recreational treasure for the use and enjoym
ent of the 

com
m

unity.  
 The short- term

 goals are: 
A

ddress trail user safety 

Finish an initial clean-up 

S
tabilize m

inor erosion  

P
rovide basic (lim

ited) parking 

P
rovide inform

ational/directional signage  

S
urvey and clearly m

ark all trail property 

boundaries   

M
ake others aw

are of this resource 

 The long-term
 goals are: 

D
evelop a w

orking relationship w
ith neighboring 

Tow
nships, aim

ing for a consensus to support a 

contiguous trail, open across the county, and 

eventually beyond. 

D
evelop a M

aster P
lan defining the specific  

im
provem

ents required to create a first-class trail. 

Im
plem

ent the M
aster P

lan 

 Our Goals >>> 
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Please respect the trails neighbors
Trail users must stay within trail visible 
right-of-way (approx. 30’ from either side 
of the main gravel trail surface
Please respect other trail users
DO NOT attempt to climb the catenaries

Trail is open from dawn to dusk
Alcoholic beverages are prohibited
Pets are permitted, but must be kept on a 
leash
No motorized vehicles
Leave No Trace: pack out what you pack in

* PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
* ACCESS TO TROUT RUN
* AT-GRADE CROSSING
* LIMITED PARKING

* TO POINTS WEST
* TO SUSQUEHANNA RIVER

* TO NEW PROVIDENCE &
TRAIL POINTS EAST

* TO PARKING & TRAIL
  POINTS WEST

* PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
* POSSIBLE FUTURE PARKING
* POTENTIAL COORDINATION/
  ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES
  WITH SCHOOL

* TO STRASBURG
* TO CAMPING

* FUTURE PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
* POSSIBLE LEASE PARKING
* COMMERCIAL PROMOTION

* TO QUARRYVILLE
* DANGEROUS CROSSING/
  TRAIL INTERUPTION
  USE ALTERNATE ROUTE
  

* AT-GRADE CROSSING
* PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
* POSSIBLE FUTURE PARKING

* PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
* AT-GRADE CROSSING
* TRAILHEAD PARKING
* RESTROOM 
* FUTURE PICNIC / REST AREA

* PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
* FUTURE PARKING
* POSSIBLE PICNIC/
   REST AREA

* PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
* POSSIBLE FUTURE
  PARKING
* POSSIBLE PICNIC /
  REST AREA

ATrail Length:    8.27 miles
Park acreage:  256 acres Providence Twp
              & Quarryville Borough
Trail Category: Rail-Trail
Trail Surfaces: Crushed Gravel,Ballast
                          Flat +/- 1% sloped trail surface
Trail Activites: Biking (wide-tire recommended),
  Walking, Jogging, Bird 
  watching, wildlife viewing, 
  x-country skiing, horseback 
  riding (walking pace only)

  

TRAIL FACTS

In case of emergency 
please dial 9-1-1

Trail is patrolled by local Police
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To Martic Twp.

Trail Parking

LEGEND

P Limited Parking

Trail - Enola Low Grade Trail
Providence Township Section

A Trail Pedestrian Access Point

Water

Bridge

Stone Arch

Wetlands

School

Church

Main Trailhead ParkingT
Trail - Alternate Route

GPS - N39 53.55.37 W76 11.11.78 

GPS - N39 55.6.44 W76 16.44.13 

RT. 472
* TO KIRKWOOD
* TO OXFORD

222

23

322

30

283

272

222

30 Pennsylvania

Lancaster
County

Enola Low Grade
Trail - Providence
Township section

372

Horses must be ridden at a walking pace at all times, 
travel single file and on the trail side opposite of 
power poles
Dog owners and horse riders/owners must immediately 
remove all horse/pet waste from the main trail surface


